P RO S P E C T U S

Welcome To Nene Park Academy
I am delighted that you are considering our academy for your
child’s secondary education. Nene Park Academy provides
a challenging curriculum alongside unique and exciting
opportunities that our students all thrive on, and I hope that
this prospectus successfully demonstrates this to you.
Nene Park Academy is part of the highly successful, locally based Cambridge
Meridian Academies Trust (CMAT); a trust with a clear vision to provide high
quality and dynamic education for all at the heart of the community. Since joining
CMAT, Nene Park Academy has continued to ensure that its students thrive in a
supportive and friendly school environment, where every child is a:
S uccessful Learner - who enjoys learning, makes progress and achieves
C
 onfident Individual - who is able to live a safe, healthy and fulfilling life
l Responsible Citizen - who makes a positive contribution to the
communities in which they live
l
l

Deciding who to trust with your child’s secondary education is one of
the most difficult decisions a parent faces. At Nene Park Academy
the job of the academy council (Local Governing Body) is to ensure
that staff deliver on the promises we make in a prospectus like this.
I became Chair of NPA’s Academy Council because I am passionate
about Peterborough, education and ensuring all young people reach their potential
in a safe but challenging environment.
Last academic year we were heartened by the validation provided by OFSTED of our
evaluation of the work of the school.The fact that all aspects of our community are agreed
is evidence of the strong communications, based on the house system, that pervade the
school.
The OFSTED inspectors reported that:
l
l

These are exciting times for Nene Park Academy which has, following a significant
increase in admissions in Year 7, recently undergone a £7million extension which
will help to further enhance the wide, varied and exciting curriculum that we offer
our students.
The exceptional pastoral care and support that students receive means that we
have a thriving and successful academy which is a source of pride for its staff,
students and the local community alike and we are proud to welcome you to Nene
Park Academy.
If you have any further questions or require any more information, please contact
the school directly.

l

 PA recognises and celebrates the diversity of our school community
N
T
 eachers share our ambition for students to excel across the curriculum
S tudents comment on the strength of teaching at the school, while parents are
also very positive about the quality of education that their children receive

Schools are all about the students, and we are privileged to have a wonderful cohort of
students at Nene Park Academy, whose commitment and dedication to learning fill us
with pride.

Nene Park Academy:
l I s

committed to the
pursuit of excellence

Inspectors noted that:
S tudents collaborate well and are prepared to take risks to advance their learning
l In lessons, and around the school, students are polite, friendly and welcoming
l Students work well together and are respectful of each other’s opinions
l

I hope that this prospectus helps to give you an insight into NPA’s core values
and ethos, and that you will be inspired to become part of our NPA family.
Steve Howard, Executive Principal

Our Values

Paul Phillipson, Chair of Academy Council

l Encourages

individual
achievement

l P
 rovides

a high quality
learning environment

l E
 xtends

the boundaries
of learning

l

Values people

EveryChild
Child
Is Known,
Valued
And Supported
Every
Is Known,
Valued
And Supported

Our House system is at the heart of our commitment to
ensure that ‘Every child is known, valued and supported’.
This system ensures that parents and families feel supported
through every stage of their child’s education.
The vertical tutoring system, with its small, mixed-aged tutor
groups, allows students to be closely monitored, supported and
mentored from their first few days at the Academy right through
to their last. Our vertical tutoring system ensures that we are
able to support the progress of every student throughout their
time at Nene Park Academy.
These mixed tutor groups create a strong, positive sense
of community and pride within the school. They provide
opportunities for students to learn about leadership and
responsibility and to take an active role in supporting and
encouraging other students within their tutor groups. To
reinforce the sense of family, and to improve communications,
members of the same family are allocated to the same House,
but not the same tutor group.

‘N PA is
c ommitte d to
th e pu r s u it
of e xc e lle n c e’

The success of our students reflects the effective partnership
between the Academy and parents. The house system has
enhanced our support for parents and ensures that crucial
support and guidance can be provided through a shared
understanding of the students’ individual needs by the Tutor,
Senior Tutor, SSA and parents, for example, we guarantee, as a
minimum, one termly personal correspondence between the
tutor and parent.

Each House has around 200 students, with an average of 45
students from each year group
 tutor group has students from each year group – the tutor
A
to student ratio is approximately 1: 4 in any year group, with
approximately 20 students across years 7 - 11 in each year
group
Students of all ages mix with each other, developing good
relationships and providing strong peer support
Each House is supported through the House Office by a
team of teaching and non-teaching staff

Our Houses

WINSTON

LENNON

KING

Rowling BRUNEL

Key dates for the
first two terms
1st week in July:

Primary Taster Days – students are
introduced in to their new House.

1st Wednesday in July:

The Year 7 Experience
Once allocated a place at NPA, we aim to get to know you as soon as we can
through regular, personal contact. Opposite is an outline of the key dates which
form part of our Year 7 transition process.

Primary Evening – families meet the
tutors and House team members
individually.

2nd week in September:

Tutor calls home, not only to celebrate
the successful first week of secondary
school, but also to make sure that we are
aware of any concerns or issues that may
have arisen... no matter how small!

October:

Year 7 Tutor Evening where parents are
invited to attend a 15 min meeting with
their child’s form tutor. This provides
parents with the opportunity to discuss
how their child has settled into Nene
Park Academy and to ask any questions
they may have on progress.

Spring:

Parents’ Evening to further cement
the home / school partnerships and
to celebrate the continuing, smooth
transition.
This is the minimum that you should
expect from us in the vital first terms at
Nene Park Academy.

Clearly situations can arise where more
support may be necessary and we aim to
ensure that you feel that communication is
easy, valued and effective from the very start
of your partnership with us.
The transition process starts for students
during their taster day experience in Year 6
and continues throughout their first year
at NPA as they benefit from a range of
additional experiences such as Caythorpe
activity weekend in September; visits to local
heritage and cultural sites, as well as the annual
Year 7 trip to Boulogne-sur-Mer. In addition,
our ‘Pledges and Futures Days’, which are
designed to further enhance and extend our
curriculum, offers our students an exciting
and interesting range of skills-based activities
to take part in during the course of the year.

‘ N PA
en co u ra ges
individual
a ch i evem en t ’

NPA offers a broad and balanced curriculum that stretches student achievement
and creates a stepping stone to ensure that students are well-prepared for the
next stage of their education, training or employment.

‘NPA
va l u es
peo pl e’

Every Child Achieves

NPA offers a rich, flexible and exciting curriculum:
KS3

Our Year 7 and 8 programme allows students to progress in the core subjects of
English, Maths and Science and to develop skills with specialist staff in a range of
subjects including:
l

PE

l

ICT

l

Humanities (History, Geography and Ethics)

l

Modern Foreign Languages

l Technology

KS4
Underpinning
all aspects of
Academy life is
the commitment
to celebrate
success, progress
and achievement.
This recognises
and rewards
the individual’s
achievement
but also their
membership and
contribution to
their House.

Through our ‘Guided Choices Programme’ students have the opportunity to focus
on up to four subjects of their choice to support their core exams in English, Maths
and Science. NPA are proud to provide a wide range of both GCSE and vocational
courses including subjects such as:
l Art
l

Drama

l

Humanities (History and Geography)

l

PE

l

Modern Foreign Languages

l Technology

(RM, Food, Health & Social Care and Hairdressing)

l

IT

l

Business Studies

Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
KS5

Sixth-formers are an integral part of our school community and we offer a wide
range of academic and vocational courses to students who wish to continue
their education at NPA. All students also have the opportunity to take part in a
personalised enrichment programme on a weekly basis to develop skills and enhance
their breadth of study.
At NPA, sixth-formers are seen as independent learners with a sharp focus on
preparing them for ‘the next stage’, whatever their career aspirations or goals may
be. They are important role models and we look to them to encourage and inspire
our younger students.

Nene Park Academy will enable its students to make well-informed and realistic choices about their future through timely and high-quality careers
information; advice and guidance that is inclusive, inspiring and responsive to their needs. Students will be supported to enable them to become
independent managers of their own careers whilst at school and in the years after they leave school. Information, advice and guidance will always be
impartial ensuring students are aware of all of the opportunities open to them to stimulate their social mobility.
Students will have access to a wide variety of careers experiences and support from Year 7 through to Year 13 with a strong focus on Science,Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) careers. All students will also be offered the opportunity to undertake work experience in Year 10 to develop their
understanding of the working environment and to allow them to develop their career aspirations.
Information and contact details relating to careers can be found on the Nene Park Academy website in a dedicated CEIAG section.

Every Child Has A Rich Educational Experience
We seek to ensure that every student feels safe, supported and excited by learning.

‘NPA
e xte n d s th e
b ou n d a r ie s
of le a r n in g ’

Our NEW building
NPA’s state-of-the-art building ensures
our students benefit from high quality
teaching with first-rate facilities which
include:
l

Alongside high quality teaching, our rich curriculum and personal support, it is the
daily routines, expectations and standards that create the conditions for success.

l

l
l

l

We make no apology for the high
expectations set out in our Learning
Policies relating to:
l

Attendance and behaviour

l

Daily academy routines

l

Celebrating achievement

Our attitude towards uniform
epitomises the links between
expectations/standards and learning/
achievement:
‘All students are expected to wear full
school uniform. Arriving at school wellpresented and in uniform is seen as
an indication that students are ready
to work hard and achieve the high
standards that we expect of them.’
A comprehensive breakdown of our
uniform policy, can be found on our
website: www.neneparkacademy.org

SPORT AND LEISURE
NPA’s Sport and Leisure gym and fitness
facilities are also available to members
of the public at very competitive rates
through our partnership with ‘Field
Sports Management’ who ensure
that our facilities can be used by the
community during evenings, weekends
and holidays. For more information
please visit:
www.facebook.com/NPAsportandleisure

l

l

TV, radio and photographic studios
 ance and Drama studios and a
D
superb performance hall
Fully-equipped gym
 igh quality ICT facilities with guest
H
wireless connectivity
S tate-of-the-art Science laboratories
and DT facilities
 edicated Sixth Form
D
accommodation with coffee bar and
Sixth Form Study Area
Inspirations hair and beauty salon

Inspiring Learners

We are very proud of our teachers and staff at NPA who,
through their commitment and passion for Teaching &
Learning, ensure that every child is given the support, guidance
and opportunities to be the best they can be.
The Nene Park Mark at NPA is our aspirational teaching
standard which focuses on 5 main areas:

We value and continuously promote:

‘NPA
p rov i des a
hi gh qual i ty
l e ar ni ng
env i ronme nt’

l

High expectations

l

L iteracy and numeracy throughout the curriculum

l

High quality teaching every day

l

Inspiring learning environments

l

Independent learning/home learning

l

Achievement for all

l

Positive learning behaviours

l

C
 ontinued professional development for all our staff

l

Expectation

l

Challenge

l

Independence

l

Communication

l

Experience

Together we work hard to ensure that our knowledge
resources and practice in these five areas is of the highest
standard, using the expertise within our Academy to
support all teaching staff.
The Nene Park Mark ensures we challenge and support
students to reach our high expectations as well as inspiring
trainees and new teachers into the profession to be the
best they can be.
Teaching & Learning is at the forefront of everything
we do at NPA and we are committed to continually
improving how we teach and how our students learn to
ensure outstanding success.

EXPECTATION

CHALLENGE

INDEPENDENCE

COMMUNICATION

EXPERIENCE

The
Nene Park
Mark

Developing Skills For Life

We believe in an all-round education where ‘Every child develops
self-confidence, life-skills and leadership experiences’ and we
offer a range of opportunities to develop social, moral, spiritual and
cultural qualities.
We believe that extending the opportunities for students
beyond the compulsory curriculum enables students
to develop their expertise and extend their personal
achievements.
Students are regularly challenged to excel in sports events,
music and drama productions and a wide range of other
extra-curricular activities from across the subject areas.
We are very proud of the wide variety of after-school clubs
(known as Session 6) that take place outside of the classroom.
We want, and expect, all students to participate in at least one
after school club as part of their PLEDGES Programme.
NPA’s PLEDGES Programme reflects our commitment to
support the overall development of every student by giving

them opportunities and challenges to participate in and to
develop new skills and competencies.
Students are expected to complete the seven PLEDGES at
Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. Bronze should be completed
by the end of Year 8, Silver by the end of Year 10 and Gold
by the end of Year 13.
As part of the PLEDGES and Session 6 Programmes, students
also participate in fundraising activities throughout the year,
with each House adopting its own charity. All students in the
Academy take part in our charity sponsored walk each year.
The walk is 10 miles long and, to date, has raised in excess
of £11,300 for Sue Ryder, Thorpe Hall Hospice; a charity
which is very close to the Academy’s heart.

Our PLEDGES

Participation Pledge
Leadership Pledge

Session 6 Programme

Excellence Pledge
Diversity Pledge
Giving Pledge
Environment Pledge
Service Pledge
‘N PA in s pire s
s tu d e n ts to
b e s u c c e s s fu l
le a r n e r s’

Here is an example of the Autumn term Session 6
Programme showing our ever-expanding range of activities
which our students are encouraged to participate in. Some
of these activities may be seasonal or cyclical, however, the

opportunities are extensive and ensure that our students are
given every chance to extend the boundaries of learning from
within the classroom.

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

l Art Is Your Best Friend

l Military Style Self Defence l Boys’ Football Club

Wednesday

l Girls’ Football Club

l Table Tennis Club

l Fitness Gym

l Homework Help Club

l Photography Club

l Dance Fusion

l Film Club

l Cooking Club

l Netball Club

l Homework Help Club

l Indoor Cricket

l Rugby Club

l Graffiti Club

l Trampolining Club

l Bike Club

l Awesome Maths

l Cross Country Running Club l Film Club

l MFL Homework Club

l Creative Writing Club

l Table Tennis Club

l Spanish Culture Club

l Books to Film

l Gardening Club

l Hockey Club

l Reading Club

l Combined Cadet Force (CCF)

l Handcraft/Jewellery Making Club

l Homework Help Club

l Science Club

l Girls’ Rugby Club

l Fitness Gym

l Book Club

l Able, Gifted and Talented Project

l Green Team

l Badminton Club

l Homework Help Club

l French Study Club

l Games Club

PLEDGES KEY:

l Participation

l Leadership

l Excellence

l Diversity

l Giving

l Rock Band

l Environment

l Service

Beyond The Classroom
In addition to the weekly enrichment
Session 6 Programme, there is a wide
range of other whole-school community
events:
l ‘NPA
l

Super League’ inter-house competitions

Pledges and Futures Days

l Charity

events including the annual Charities Day

Student leadership opportunities permeate all aspects of school life, from the informal leadership that
is inherent within the mixed-aged tutor groups through to more formal Student Leadership roles
(including Head Boy and Head Girl) and representation at local and national educational groups.
Similarly, Internationalism is promoted through the House structure, with Houses linking to different
continents on an annual rotation as well as through a wide range of foreign trips supporting many
aspects of the curriculum and which students are invited, and encouraged, to attend. In addition to
international trips, local visits to our neighbour, Nene Park, are also undertaken to help with curriculumrelated studies or PE-based activities.
Students also benefit from visits to concerts, the theatre, museums and other venues and we are
constantly developing and enhancing such opportunities and extending the range of residential trips and
excursion opportunities that are available to our students. Underpinning this commitment to valuing
people is the recognition that everyone needs to feel involved in their school. We therefore regularly
invite feedback from students, staff and parents to recognise strengths and areas for development. The
House and Student Councils and the Parent Forum are very well supported and instrumental in shaping
the Academy’s future.

‘N PA
enco u rag es
s tu dents
to beco me
co nfident
individu als’

Excellence Through Partnership
Among our many education and community
partnerships, four are of unique importance
in our pursuit of excellence:

CMAT (Cambridge Meridian Academies Trust) -

Nene Park Academy joined the CMAT family in 2010.
The Trust was formed with a simple and clear vision:
‘To ensure high quality education at the heart of
the community’ and it supports NPA in fulfilling this
commitment. The Trust values the success of every
child and places the sharing of excellent education
practice at its core. It is committed to improving the
quality of education and life in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough, and their immediate surroundings.

‘N PA develo p s
s tu dents
to beco me
res p o ns ible
citizens’

Each academy within the CMAT family retains its
own Academy Council (governing body), identity and
individuality. The young adults who leave our care are
prepared for the next stage of their education and are
ready and confident to move forward as responsible
and employable citizens.

Nene Park - The Academy’s proximity to Nene Park

is reflected in the opportunities at the Academy, with
sport, outdoor pursuits and environmental education
featuring heavily within the core and extended
curriculum.

Peterborough United Football Club - The

Academy is the home of the Posh Training Academy
which provides students with the inspiration and
coaching to achieve excellence in sport.

CMAT Family of Schools - Nene Park Academy

is sponsored by Cambridge Meridian Academies Trust
and therefore works closely with a number of other
CMAT schools around the region in order to drive
forward education, experience and achievement for
all of our students.

Nene Park Academy
Oundle Road
Peterborough
PE2 7EA
T: 01733 368300
E: enquiries@neneparkacademy.org

www.neneparkacademy.org
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @NeneParkAcademy

