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It is January, cold and frankly gets dark to quickly, now might be the time you are least likely to want to 

think about the Summer exams but unfortunately you need to get on board with revision ASAP.  Howev-

er, lots of time spent doing revision that is ineffective, is frankly a waste of time.  Research suggests, for 

example, that reading over notes has little impact in terms of being able to recall material.  What we 

have hoped to provide in this newsletter is some really useful advice for you to follow for each of your 

subject areas.  However here are a few useful pointers from my reading on this area. 

  You need to engage with the material you are focused on.  For example, if you can read a 

page and then rewrite it in 100 words it means that you have had to process the information, 

thinking through what the most important issues are. 

 It is tempting to ask the teacher for flash cards but far better to make you own.  This means 

that you are not only thinking through the key issues you are also finding the answers.  It will 

also enable you to test yourself and get other people to find them. 

 Try to transform the information into another form.  The classic one to use is a pictorial form 

and a diagrammatical representation.  This will again mean that you think through the ma-

terial and make use of your brain to think in the abstract.  This is one of the best methods to 

ensure the information is in your head. 

Finally, little and often is far better that leaving it to the last minute.  Cramming has been shown to have 

little impact and may just create stress.  Going back over material regularly will ensure that it is in your 

long term memory.  This will free up your short term memory to be more conceptually focused. Finally, 

and with my Head of Sixth Form hat on, please could I remind students that the first round of interviews 

are underway and conditional offers will be given out shortly.  If you have yet to reply please do so 

promptly.  The second round of interviews will take place during next half term. 



 

Computer Science  9-1 

Computer Science  

The class will focus on the topic- Computer 

Systems 

Topic focus for this term-  

Systems Architecture  

Memory  

Storage  

Wired and wireless networks  

Network topologies, protocols and layers  

System Security  

System Software  

Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 

REVISION: After school revision takes place every 

Wednesday afternoon from 3-4pm in room 118. 

These are led by teachers within the department. The 

focus of revision will change each half term.  

Theme for this term: Network topologies, pro-

tocols and layers  

Please encourage your child to attend if they are tak-

ing the computer science course.  

MOCK EXAMS:  The students will be examined on 

two different papers.  

Paper 1: Computer systems (1hr 30 mins) 

Paper 2: Compu-

tational thinking, 

algorithms and 

programming 

(1hr 30 mins) 

Computer Science & ICT 

CIDA 

CiDA 

The class has started to work on both units 

for the CIDA qualification. Unit 1 comprises 

of a practical exam and unit 2 is submitted as 

a coursework piece which amounts to 75% of 

the total marks. 

Topic focus for this term– Unit 2 

Students will be working to complete their e-

portfolio this term. They must produce the fol-

lowing-  

 Proposal  

 Image gallery 

 Rave animation  

 Rant slideshow 

REVISION: After school revision takes place every 

Wednesday afternoons from 3-4pm in 118. These are 

led by teachers within the department. The focus of 

revision will change each half term.  

Theme for this term: Multimedia e-portfolio 

Please encourage your child to attend if they are tak-

ing the CIDA course.   

MOCK EXAMS: Students will be provided with a 

scenario and they will be required to build a website 

around a given context. Students will need to know 

the following-  

- How to analyse client briefs and follow the a pro-

ject lifecycle  

- Design website pages that are consistent 

- Accessibility  

- Coding  

Revision guides have been pro-

vided for FREE by the computer 

science department. Students 

are encouraged to make use of 

them regularly.  

https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-1-0-systems-architecture
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-2-0-memory
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-3-1-storage
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-4-0-wired-and-wireless-networks
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-5-0-network-topologies-protocols-and-layers
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-6-0-system-security
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-7-0-system-software
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-8-0-ethical-legal-cultural-and-environmental-concerns
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-5-0-network-topologies-protocols-and-layers
https://www.thinkingcomputing.com/courses/ocr-gcse-cs-2016/plc/1-0-0-computer-systems/detail#1-5-0-network-topologies-protocols-and-layers


 

February/March mock exams: students will complete two mock exams, one for Language and one for Literature. 

GCSE English Language Paper 1 or 2—each student will sit one of the two language papers. The choice of paper will be based on 

performance in the September and November mocks and will be communicated to all students before half-term. 

GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet) and the 19th Century Novel (A Christmas Carol). 

GCSE English 

GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 

To support your child’s study this year, we strongly recommend purchasing the set texts and relevant study guides 

for English Literature and a study guide for English Language. These resources will support revision and home 

learning tasks throughout the year. 

Revision and intervention sessions: 

We are offering English revision after school on a Wednesday 

throughout the year. If we are unable to offer this session in any 

given week, we will endeavour to offer an alternative session. 

We are also starting form time intervention sessions by invitation 

from this week. Students invited to these sessions will be informed 

shortly.  

Independent study: 

It is at this time of the year when students need to ensure they have 

started their independent revision ahead of the summer exams. The 

priority should start with those topics covered in the next round of 

mocks (details below) before encompassing all of the Literature con-

tent and Language content that will be on our exams.  For Language, 

students should be reading as many fiction and nonfiction extracts as 

possible and thinking particularly about the language choices of the 

writers. For Literature, this needs to be revisiting our three key texts 

(pictured above) and our Power and Conflict poetry anthology. 

Homework: 

We are starting a new homework initiative follow-

ing on from the last mocks and to help prepare our 

students for the next mocks. Students will be test-

ed on at least 5 quotes from our literature texts 

each week, plus one language based reading task 

each week. This will require access to the internet 

so if there is an issue with this, please inform your 

child’s English teacher.  

For GCSE Literature, we have developed an acro-

nym for our students to use for responding to liter-

ature texts in an exam. Ask your child about: 

PETAL KASH 

By following this simple acronym, students will be 

able to access the full range of the mark scheme in 

the summer! 



Focus areas 

We will soon finish the course and begin revision. Your 

priorities at home should be:  

 General conversation– preparing and practising  

 Extended writing– 90 words plus on a range of 

topics 

 Completing topic specific mindmaps 

 Revising vocab daily with the below websites 

 Listening to authentic sources (ie French radio) 

Useful websites: 

www.pearsonactivelearn.com—your teacher will regularly set 

you listening, reading and grammar tasks that link with the mod-

ule you are studying. You can also use this to revise any module.  

 

www.memrise.com– you should have joined the Year 11 Spanish 

group and should work your way through the vocab for each 

module. The app is brilliant!  

 

www. languagesonline.org– has a range of grammar exercises.  

 

www.newsinfrenchslow– fantastic for cultural information and 

listening practice. 

Www.quizlet.com– great for practising topic specific vocab. 

Topics to revise:  

 Module 1– qui suis-je? (friends and family) 

 Module 2– le temps de loisirs (free time) 

 Module 3- jours ordinaires, jours de fêtes 

(festivals) 

 Module 4– de la ville à la campagne (home area) 

 Module 5– le grand large (holidays) 

 Module 6–Au collège (school) 

 Module 7– Bon travail! (employment) 

 Module 8– un oeil sur le monde (global issues 

and the environment) 

Speaking exam dates: 

Mock: w/c 12th March 

Real exam: w/c 23rd April 
Revision sessions: 

French vocab support sessions take place on 

a Monday afterschool in room 216 and on a 

Thursday afterschool in 220. 

French 



 

Advice linked to the outcomes of the December 

mocks: 

 If the question asks you to use a  figure, 

make sure that you refer to it in your an-

swer. 

 Don’t forget to revise your maths and map 

skills. 

 Make sure you understand the command 

word and look at the marks available be-

fore answering a question. 

Don’t forget to keep 

revising from your 

case study book-

lets—you have 24 of 

these to learn  and 

you are running out 

of time!! 

Spring term homework: 

 Revise your case studies. 

 Complete example/case study 

exam questions set on SMHW. 

Revision and intervention sessions: 

Geography revision sessions for all students 

will take place on a Wednesday and Thurs-

day afterschool in room 320. 

Intervention sessions for Boys only  will be 

running this term  with Mr Stokes and take 

place  on Wednesday at lunchtime in Room 

318 at 12:20 for 20 minutes. Fruit and bis-

cuits will be provided!! 

Revision guides still avail-

able from finance. Do 

not revise the case stud-

ies from these guides, 

they are not detailed 

enough and we have not 

studied them!! 

Geography 

Paper Topic Total marks available Long answer question 

Paper 1 - Physical The challenge of Natural Hazards 30 + 3 SPaG 9 

1 hour 30 The living world (+ optional deserts) 25 9 

  Physical landscapes in the UK 30 6 

Paper 2 - Human Urban issues and challenges 30 + 3 SPaG 9 

1 hour 30 The changing economic world 30 9 

  The challenge of resource management (+ optional food) 25 6 

Paper 3 Issue Evaluation 35 9 

1 hour 15 Fieldwork 40 9 

Map skills, graphical skills and statistical skills will be on every paper 



 

Advice linked to the outcomes of the December 

mocks: 

 Carefully read each question to check 

which skill it is testing and make sure you 

tailor your writing style to suit the ques-

tion. 

 Use timelines to gain a better understand-

ing of chronology.  It is not essential to 

know every single date, but you need to 

know what happened in each era and the 

Other resources: 

Don’t forget to use the History@NPA website 

(historyatnpablog.wordpress.com).  The site contains outlines of each 

paper, tips, and links to useful resources. 

Other revision and study resources can be found in the History@NPA 

Google Drive (click the link on historyatnpablog.wordpress.com/

googledrive/).  This contains  example answers, timelines, and knowledge 

organisers.  

Both resources are regularly updated.  If you find anything useful which 

you think should be added, let your teacher know! 

Spring term homework: 

Continue using the 30 day revision 

plan for Germany (found on SMHW 

and in the History@NPA Google 

Drive). 

Revision and intervention sessions: 

Subject to teacher availability due to 

meetings, revision sessions will continue 

after schools on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays in 2nd floor classrooms. 

Revision guides can be 

bought online.  We recom-

mend the Pearson revision 

guides for the Edexcel GCSE 

9-1. 

History 

Paper Time Option 
Long answer 

question 

Total 

marks 

available 

Paper 1: Thematic 

study and historic 

environment 

1 hour 15 

minutes 

Option 11: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British 

sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 

trenches  

16+4 SPaG 52 

Paper 2: Period study 

and British depth 

study   

1 hour 45 

minutes   

Option 27: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 16 

64   
Option 27: Tudor depth options, Option B4: Early Elizabethan 

England 1558–88 
16 

Paper 3: Modern 

depth study 

1 hour 20 

minutes 
Option 31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 16+4 SPaG 52 



 
 

Mathematics 

Get help revising! 

Monday: session 6: Grades 6-9 higher tier topics 

Wednesday: session 6: Grades 3-5 topics (higher & foundation) 

Thursday: session 6: all grades and any topics. 

Are you ready for your exams?   

You need: calculator (casio fx-85gt is recommended), ruler, 

protractor, pair of compasses,  pencils, pens, eraser, pencil 

sharpener, clear pencil case. 

 

Get your log-ins from your teacher 

and find us on facebook 



 

GCSE Media Studies (AQA) 

Spring Term Focus 

Exam - Serial TV Drama 

Serial TV Drama should be an engaging topic as 

students probably consume more TV Drama than they 

realise. For a head start the BBC bitesize website 

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zc8tv4j/

revision) has some useful activities that contain key 

terminology for our exam. It would make ideal 

preparation for our study of this topic. 

There is unfortunately no exam board produced revision guide for this exam. The school will produce one 

in place of this and the student will soon have access to an e-revision platform.  

Key Facts 

 

The exam topic will be Serial TV Drama. 

 

The exam is worth 40% of the final grade. 

 

There will be a mock exam in February. 

 

‘Soap’s’ like Eastenders are not a form of TV  

Drama. 

 

Four weeks before the exam students get ‘pre-

release material’ this contains a brief that they 

will need to work towards and reference in the 

exam. It also contains some huge hints at what 

could come up on the paper. Working on this to 

a good standard is incredibly important. 

Coursework Feedback and Improvement 

In addition to the feedback in lessons students 

are welcome to attend Mondays, Thursdays and 

Fridays afterschool for extra one-to-one feed-

back and improvement to coursework. This 

should be highly encouraged as many could im-

prove by as much as a whole grade.  

 

Getting Ahead 

This is likely to be the only time when watching 

TV is good for school progress. The more 

knowledge and experience students have of a 

variety of TV Drama’s the better. Making refer-

ences to their own experience will significantly 

improve the amount of marks they can gain in 

written work. Watch some TV Drama! 

Media Studies 



 Music 



 

Mock Exam Revision:  

Following the exams from the January series, you will 

have a clear picture of which paper your performed 

more strongly on. 

Packs and resources are available for both papers in 

order for you to focus your revision on your ‘target 

paper’.  

Make sure that you utilise these in order to prepare 

the February mocks. 

AEP Coursework: 

A large amount of lesson time has been focussed around the 

completion of these. As we reach the deadline, remember 

that this is worth 10% of your final grade. Sessions are run-

ning every Monday and Friday after school to provide extra 

support. 

Once AEPs are completed, these will also serve as revision 

sessions. 

 

How can parents/carers help? 

Revision guides are still available from finance 

here at NPA 

Encouragement of students to attend extra ses-

sions on Mondays and Fridays in room 206 

Encourage students to revise from home using 

topic packs and online quizzes from show my 

homework 

MOCK EXAMS: Students studying GCSE  PE will sit TWO mock exams in the February mock exam series: 

Paper 1: Physical Factors Affecting Performance 

Paper 2: Socio-Cultural Factors & Sports Psychology 

 

OCR GCSE PE 9-1 



 

AQA Combined Science—Trilogy—2 GCSE’s 9-9 to1-1 

AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics (11N1) 3 GCSE’s 9 to 1 

Focus for this term CLASSWORK: 

We will be completing the teaching of the specifica-

tion by Easter. Please make sure you are working 

hard and concentrating in all your science lessons. 

MOCK results analysis: 

You will all receive a RAG rated analysis of your mock 

exams for paper 1 in biology, chemistry and physics. 

Use these and your revision guide to individualise your 

revision plan. If you need help doing this please see 

your science teacher or attend the support session 

afterschool on a Friday. 

REVISION: After school support sessions will take place every Friday from 3-4pm in 121, please come along with any 

areas you are struggling to get more teacher support. Students are actively encouraged to purchase revision guides to help 

support independent revision at home.  There are revision guides available for finance for £4 each for the combined guides 

and for the single sciences £5.50. 

Next steps: You will be completing a paper 2 after the Easter holidays as a walking talking mock with your class teacher. 

Paper 1Chemistry topic focus: Structure and Bonding, - ensure you can nail this topic.  

Paper 1Biology topic focus: Aerobic and Anaerobic respiration- ensure you can nail this topic.  

Paper 1Physics topic focus: Equations- ensure you can nail this topic.  

SCIENCE 

£4 £5.50 

Highly recommend this book if you 

need extra support with the maths 

elements of the science course 

LEARNING Physics Equations 

You have a total of 21 equations to learn for physics. 

13 equations to learn for paper 1 and 8 for paper 2. If 

aiming for a grade 4 or 

above these MUST be 

learnt.  Use the flash 

cards Mrs Calver has giv-

en you through SMHW.  

 



 Sociology 

Mock exams: 

Paper one:  studying society, education, 
families.   

One hour and thirty minutes. 

Paper two: crime and deviance, mass 
media, social inequality 

One hour and thirty minutes. 

 

Most of you need to revise Studying Society more carefully in prepara-

tion for the next round of mocks.  Make sure you use the revision 

guides and mats that you have been given in class as well as the materi-

als on SMHW. 

 

And remember… ethical and ethnic are two different 

things!  

 

LEARN THE KEY TERMS! 



 

Focus areas 

We will soon finish the course and begin revision. Your 

priorities at home should be:  

 General conversation– preparing and practising  

 Extended writing– 90 words plus on a range of 

topics 

 Completing topic specific mindmaps 

 Revising vocab daily with the below websites 

 Listening to authentic sources (ie Spanish radio) 

Useful websites:: 

 

www.pearsonactivelearn.com—your teacher will regularly set 

you listening, reading and grammar tasks that link with the mod-

ule you are studying. You can also use this to revise any module.  

 

www.memrise.com– you should have joined the Year 11 Spanish 

group and should work your way through the vocab for each 

module. The app is brilliant!  

www.conjugemos.com—excellent for practising verb conjuga-

tions.  

 

www. languagesonline.org– has a range of grammar exercises.  

Www.quizlet.com– good for topic specific vocab practice. 

 

Topics to revise 

 Module 1– Desconectate (holidays) 

 Module 2– mi vida en el insti (school) 

 Module 3– mi gente (friends and family) 

 Module 4– Intereses e influencias (free time) 

 Module 5– Ciudades (cities) 

 Module 6– De costumbre (health and festivals) 

 Module 7– A currar (employment) 

 Module 8– hacia un mundo mejor (global issues 

and the environment) 

Speaking exam dates: 

Mock: w/c 12th March 

Real exam: w/c 23rd April Revision sessions: 

Spanish vocab support sessions take place 

on a Monday afterschool in room 227. 

Spanish 


